
HOW TO DRAW A POSSUM

STEP 1
 In the middle of your paper draw a circle and 
add faint lines a bit like a peace sign.

STEP 2
 Add two circles for eyes just below where the 
horizontal half way mark would be.

A piece of paper  
A lead pencil
An eraser 
Some brown coloured pencils,
a black pencil and a pink pencil

WHAT YOU WILL NEED
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STEP 3
Now add a small upside down triangle for the 
possum’s nose and then add the pointy ears.

STEP 4
The next step is to erase the peace sign lines.

STEP 5
Now we can draw the possum’s smiley mouth 
by adding 4 curvy lines to create the mouth.
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STEP 6
Now add in the details -  the pupils, the whiskers, 
the fur and the nostrils.

STEP 7
We are now ready to add some colour!

 If you have a light brown and a dark brown pencil 
lightly shade the possum’s face and ears first with 
the light brown.

Next use your dark brown pencil to add the fur 
texture, whiskers and eye colour. If you only have 
one brown pencil don’t worry, just press lightly to 
shade the possum in and then press harder to make 
the fur texture and details darker and stand out.

Next add pink to the possum’s ears, nose and 
tongue.

Lastly use your black pencil to draw the pupils and 
a thin line around the eyes. Ta Da! Your cheeky, little 
possum drawing is complete!
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ABOUT MAX HAMILTON
Max Hamilton is an award-winning illustrator, graphic 
designer and most enthusiastically a maker of children’s 
books. She enjoys noticing the little details in things, 
loves to get lost in the world of illustration and stories, 
and through her art aims to raise awareness of the 
importance of protecting our Australian fauna.
Max lives in Sydney with her partner, two young 
daughters and a couple of guinea pigs named Dumpling 
and Noodles.

Max’s debut book “My Possum Plays The Drums” was 
written by Catherine Meatheringham and illustrated 
by Max. She has just completed illustrating her second 
book and is now sketching away ideas for book number 
three.

Max has wanted to illustrate children’s books since she 
was 5 years old and is so happy to finally be living her 
dream!

WestWords is Western Sydney’s Literature Development 
Organisation.

For after school programs and school holiday 
workshops, visit westwords.com.au

Follow us on Facebook or check out our YouTube 
channel and Podcast

“My Possum Plays the Drums” by Catherine Meatheringham and 
Max Hamilton, Published by Windy Hollow Books.
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https://www.westwords.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/WestWords
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDt8IEVT2kwW-7ayCvJ0Kgw
https://the-westwords-podcast.captivate.fm

