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This Strategy was adopted by Council on 28 
September 2015. It is a tool to ensure that 
biodiversity is conserved whilst considering  
social, health and economic issues and the 
increasing demands on land use within the 
LGA.



CO
NT

EN
TS

OUR VISION ................................................................................................... 4

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY .............................................................................. 6

OUR FLORA AND FAUNA .......................................................................... 8

WHY WE NEED TO PROTECT BIODIVERSITY ........................................... 12

STRATEGIC APPROACH........................................................................... 14

BIODIVERSITY TARGETS......................................................................... 16

FUNDING THE ACTIONS ........................................................................... 18



 4‘Life in Our City’ Parramatta Biodiversity Strategy 2015-2025

Parramatta as a signi ant u tura  istory dire t y in ed to t e resour es rovided in t e natura  
ands a e  rom t e signi an e of ee s and t e river to t e arug eo es for near y 0 000 years to t e 
esta is ment of t e rst farms for t e uro ean sett ers in t e ate 1 00’s  t e iodiversity of Parramatta 
as e ed us to t rive  Parramatta is urrent y ome to over 00 different ant s e ies and around 2 0 

anima  s e ies from 1  different vegetation ommunities identi ed in re ent studies  

Councillor Scott Lloyd 
Lord ayor Parramatta City Coun i

Lord Mayors Message



Parramatta 2038 and Council’s Corporate Plan outlines 
our commitment to improve, protect and value our natural 
heritage and systems; including the extensive network of 
parks and bushland reserves so we continue to protect 
biodiversity while improving our connections between  
these areas and people.  

Our Vision
‘Parramatta is recognised as a city with unique natural assets, 
places where people can experience nature and our community 
can feel con dent that we have secured the integrity and 
function of our unique bushland areas now and into the future 
to ensure our city and people prosper in a healthy landscape.’
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Executive Summary
Parramatta City Coun i  as deve o ed ‘Life in Our City’ to ensure e meet t e many egis ative 
re uirements o a  state  federa  and internationa  a  as e  as rovide o ortunities to our 
ommunity as e enter a eriod of e onomi  gro t  and deve o ment during t e ne t de ade  ‘Life 

in our City’ re ognises t at biodiversity supports life t roug  rovision of ean air  ean ater and 
natura  resour es e osystem servi es  and a so rovides quality of life for our ommunity as s a es 

ere eo e an en oy nature and re reate  

Key Features of the Strategy
   Parramatta as a signi ant u tura  istory dire t y in ed to t e resour es rovided in t e natura  

ands a e  rom t e signi an e of ee s and t e river to t e arug eo es for near y 0 000 years 
to t e estab is ment of t e rst farms for t e uro ean sett ers in t e ate 1 00’s  t e biodiversity of 
Parramatta as e ed us to t rive  Parramatta is urrent y ome to over 00 different ant s e ies 
and around 2 0 anima  s e ies from 1  different vegetation ommunities identi ed in re ent studies  

   t oug  e ave se ured good re resentation of natura  a es  many of our ants and anima s 
are urrent y t reatened it  e tin tion and rote ted under t e S  reatened S e ies 
Conservation t 1 5  anaging s e ies and e o ogi a  ommunities resents a a enge 
arti u ar y in a ands a e t at su orts 1 0 000 residents and rovides obs for 120 000 eo e and 

t e infrastru ture to su ort a bui t environment t at i  servi e t ese ommunities

   e ave used Conservation Signi an e ssessment a ing CS  to determine our strategi  
a roa  to managing our natura  assets  is in udes rioritising a tions for and management in t e 
fo o ing order  rote t ore  rote t su ort for ore and revegetate  ortunate y most of Parramatta’s 
biodiversity is ontained it in Coun i  o ned and managed and redominant y ore reserves

    Some of t e ey targets e are or ing to ards in ude  
  n reasing tota  vegetation over by 1  a ross t e L  by 2025 
   n reasing rote tion of t e most signi ant vegetation to 5  or greater by 2025

   e Strategy in udes 110 a tions  e range of a tions e i  de iver during t e ne t ten years  
in ude anning and deve o ment ontro s  ora and fauna onservation a tions  bus and and 

ater ays en an ement  forming ommunity artners i s and edu ating our ommunity

   e i  fund t ese a tions t roug  a ombination of e isting sour es in uding genera  revenue  
s e ia  rates and arges as e  as state and federa  grants and ommunity artners i s  e i  
monitor and revie  t e a tions on an ongoing basis and ensure t at t e out omes are in ed to our 
integrated re orting system and Community Strategi  P an Parramatta 20
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Restoring habitat or setting up reserves in 
cities can boost people’s health, improve their 
ability to think and lower violence  
and aggression in the community. 
(National Environmental Research Program 2013)
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Parameter Area %

Total Vegetation Cover a of 1 5 a of t e entire L  is 
vegetated 15  of t e L  ontains vegetation

Signi cant Vegetation a of vegetation is signi ant and 
must be onserved

0  of t e vegetation in t e L  is 
signi ant and must be onserved

ow much of the signi cant 
vegetation is currently protected?

25 a of t e most signi ant vegetation 
is a ready rote ted in Coun i  ar s and 
reserves

 of t e tota  vegetation and  
of t e most signi ant vegetation is 
urrent y rote ted

ow much of the signi cant 
vegetation is currently outside of 
the public reserve system?

252 a of signi ant vegetation is outside 
of the reserve system and needs to be 
rote ted

2  of signi ant vegetation is 
outside the reserve system

How much opportunity is there 
to increase vegetation cover and 
offset signi cant vegetation loss?

a of Coun i  o ned and o erated 
and has been identi ed as otentia  
revegetation sites

his ou d rovide a 1  in rease in tota  
vegetation over a ross the L

What is the value and extent of 
other vegetation?

2 5 a of other vegetation native and 
e oti  is o ated in ba yards and street 
tree antings

his vegetation is high y fragmented 
and s attered a ross the L  on rivate 
ro erty but has va ue as redu ing heat  

amenity and as sma  is and habitat

What are the key challenges?

12 a of the 20 a of su ort to ore  
11 a of the 2 a of rimary orridor  
and 10 of the 20 5 a of et ands needs 
further rote tion

0  of su ort to ore   
 of rimary orridor and  
 of et ands need further 

rote tion or offsetting

How many of our vegetation 
communities are listed as 
endangered?

12 of 1  vegetation ommunities are isted 
as endangered

ore than t o-thirds 0  of our 
vegetation ommunities in Parramatta 
are threatened ith e tin tion

How many of our fauna species are 
threatened? 2 of 2 0 fauna s e ies are threatened 1  of our fauna s e ies are urrent y 

threatened ith e tin tion

How many of our plant species are  
threatened?

1  of our 00  ora s e ies are 
threatened

2  of our ant s e ies are threatened 
ith e tin tion

What is our current level of 
community participation in 
biodiversity?

Community arti i ation in ey 
biodiversity re ated events and a tivities 
in ude 500 vo unteers in ommunity 

anting events  1 0 Bush are vo unteers 
and 500 arti i ants in the et nto 

ature rogram

1100 of 1 0 000 residents in Parramatta 
0   have been engaged and 
arti i ated in biodiversity re ated 

a tivities and events during 201  - 2015

How Much Biodiversity Do We Have 
And Where Does It Occur?
Parramatta’s biodiversity can be found in our bushland areas, our rivers and creeks as well 
as our built environment. 
or a om rehensive ist of ants and anima s  more information about hy e need to rote t biodiversity and a  re evant o i ies 

and egis ation governing biodiversity in Parramatta ease see Life in Our City o ume 1 and o ume 2   he ab e be o  rovides a 
sna shot of the urrent status of biodiversity assets in Parramatta



Parramatta City Council is a  
signatory to the Parramatta River  
Catchment Group working together 
to protect and enhance estuarine 
biodiversity.
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Our Unique Parramatta Landscape 
Signi cant diversity exists even within the LGA, with different Council wards supporting different 
vegetation communities.

Caroline Chisholm Ward contains beautiful 
herbaceous plants amongst the Sydney 
Turpentine Ironbark Forest in Toongabbie Creek

Elizabeth Macarthur Ward hosts a rich 
estuarine community with mangroves and salt 
marsh along the Ermington Bay Cycleway

Arthur Phillip Ward is home to the stunning 
ochre colours of the Coastal Enriched 
Sandstone Dry Forest at Lake Parramatta

Lachlan Macquarie Ward supports the tall 
timbers of Blue Gum High Forest in Galaringi 
Reserve and Edna Hunt Sanctuary

Woodville Ward contains the rare open woodland of the Cumberland Plain in Waddangalli Woodland



Many businesses and residents in our 
community have already been working 
hard to restore natural areas through our 
Bushcare program to protect and preserve our 
environment for future generations. 
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Our community has planted 35,000 
native plants in the last three years
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Why is it Important to 
Protect Biodiversity?
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Biodiversity is critically important for human wellbeing. 
“It is recognised that biodiversity loss can have 
signi cant direct human health impacts if ecosystem 
services are no longer adequate to meet social needs.” 
(World Health Organisation 2012). 



Biodiversity protection is a requirement governed by a complex array of legislation 
and policy. Our community expect us to protect the environment as a key service 
provision of government.

One Frog Could Save Millions of Lives
t Sydney O ym i  Par  investment in the rote tion of reen and o den Be  rogs and their 

habitat has ost mi ions of do ars in uding the reation of t o ne  et and re in ts and  
ongoing habitat management or s  he signi an e of this investment in rote ting ust one 
frog s e ies has often been uestioned  unti  re ent y  hen a study investigating a ne  treatment 
for infe tion ith mu tidrug resistant ba teria  as dis overed Sydney Morning Herald 
March 17, 2012  

Medical researchers have discovered that skin secretions from Green and  Golden Bell Frog are 
toxic to a range of bacteria, including multi-drug-resistant golden staph known as MRSA.

Current y e do not no  hat resour es medi ines   
our uni ue e osystems an rovide  By reserving and 
rote ting our biodiversity e i  ensure that our hi dren 
i  have a ess to the same o ortunities e have  

 13‘Life in Our City’ Parramatta Biodiversity Strategy 2015-2025

igure  reen and o den Be  rog have been re orded 
in the Parramatta L  and are rote ted under the S  
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995

igure B  edi a  esear h
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Our Strategic Approach to Managing 
Biodiversity for Future Generations
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Managing natural assets in an urban setting can be complex. Parramatta’s landscape is multi-
faceted with both built and natural heritage features as well as being a major hub for jobs, growth 
and transport infrastructure. As land managers we require a practical system for dealing with this 
complexity. Our management must be considerate of multiple species strategies, be able to identify 
priority sites for native biodiversity and be complementary to integrated catchment management. 
Our management of the landscape needs to be considerate of social and economic needs not only for 
Parramatta residents but also for greater western Sydney.
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De nition of Priority Areas for Conservation

High Priority

Core
Coun i  manages  Core Bush and eserves hi h in ude remnants 10 a 
as e  as ndangered o ogi a  Communities  hese ands are onsidered 
signi ant to a hieving o a  and regiona  onservation management goa s and 
shou d be rote ted and enhan ed as the highest riority

Support for 
Core

hese are at hes of vegetation that are in re ative y oorer ondition but are 
ad a ent to Core reserves  hey have va ue in the onger term  in reasing the si e 
of Core buffering against edge effe ts  and shou d be retained and rote ted  
Loss of vegetation on these ands shou d be offset a ording y

Primary 
Corridors

his in udes vegetation a ong ri arian ater ays and terrestria  in s bet een 
ore and su ort to ore vegetation that enab e migration  o onisation and 

inter-breeding of anima s and ants  nvestment in se uring tenure and 
revegetating these ands i  be im ortant in se uring a sustainab e ands a e

Threatened 
Species

hese are in oint o ations for threatened ants and fauna sightings e g  
breeding o ations  a ross the L  hey are mar ed as ands hi h are not 
rote ted in Core eserves but i  be signi ant to a hieving threatened s e ies 
egis ation om ian e and biodiversity rote tion  

Wetlands
Parramatta has a number of et and areas hi h in ude both estuarine and 
fresh ater et ands  hese sites are biodiversity hots ots for Parramatta and i  
need to be rote ted and enhan ed to om y ith egis ation and to he  se ure 

ean ater for the at hment

Medium 
Priority

Revegetate 
Open Space

his ategory s o es areas ithin ub i  and ar s and reserves  that 
are urrent y turfed ith e oti  grasses and ontain s attered antings  

evegetating these areas i  ensure e meet Parramatta 20  targets to 
in rease vegetation over as e  as estab ishing stru tura  diversity to im rove 
the ua ity of native vegetation in the L  evegetating and ‘offset’ antings 
at these sites i  om ensate for oss of signi ant trees and C vegetation 
from rivate ro erty ithin the L  to ensure ‘no net oss’ to biodiversity 
o urs

Low Priority Other 
Vegetation

Other egetation that does not fa  into the above ategories but ou d be 
e anded to su ort fauna and may rovide va ue as vegetation orridors and 
amenity in an urban setting  his vegetation is rimari y arge stands of trees in 
urban ba yards and street trees

We have used Conservation Signi cance Assessment Mapping as our primary tool for 
determining our strategic approach to biodiversity management. Please refer to ‘Life in Our 
City’  o ume 1 which contains comprehensive maps identifying vegetation signi cance and 
management categories.
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GOALS STATUS ACTIONS

Outcome Targets Baseline Data Broad Mechanisms

1- e have om ied 
ith and im emented a  

re evant egis ation

100  om ian e ith ey 
egis ation by 2025

100  Com ian e P anning and  
eve o ment

2  e have rioritised 
and onserved the most 
signi ant biodiversity  

5  or greater of the most 
signi ant vegetation in the L  

i  be managed for onservation by 
2025

 of the most signi ant vegetation 
urrent y onserved

Bush and and ater ays 
nhan ement

P anning and  
eve o ment

  e have de ivered 
best ra ti e biodiversity 
onservation te hni ues

 signi ant threats from est 
anima s have been abated in ore 
bush and reserves by 2025

eed density i  be 10  in ore 
bush and reserves by 2025

uati  biodiversity i  be at 
urrent or better eve s by 2025

eed ensity for Core Bush and eserves
da ted from raft eed a ing 

2010 e ort
ategora eserve 10
uarry Bran h eserve 25

La e Parramatta eserve 
ineyard Cree  eserve 10
a aringi eserve 50
dna unt San tuary 20
addanga i ood and 50

Bush and  ater ays 
nhan ement

ora and auna Conservation

P anning and  
deve o ment

  e have ensured 
on den e for deve o ers 

and our ommunity

No net oss to biodiversity wi  o ur 
a ross the L  between 2015 and 
2025
ota  vegetation over wi  in rease 

by 1  a ross the L  by 2025
Landuse anning wi  rovide 
a me hanism for deve o ers to 
address biodiversity oss by 2025

ota  vegetation over 15  a  
of L

ora and auna Conservation

 
 

Bush and and aterways 
nhan ement

5  Our ommunity have 
arti i ated and are 

engaged in biodiversity 
onservation

1  of our o u ation wi  have 
arti i ated in ey ommunity 

biodiversity events and a tivities by 
2025

1100  0  of urrent Parramatta 
o u ation residents engaged

Community Partnershi s and 
du ation
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Our Strategic Framework includes setting measurable, 
quanti able targets and identifying actions to ensure we 
reach our vision for ‘Life in Our City’.
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ACTIONS MEASURES

Speci c Mechanisms Indicators

eview and u date o i ies 
and do uments

ours oun i  staff s ent advising the ub i  on egis ation governing onservation issues
Number of non- om ian e orders re eived

 P ans of management are ta en into a ount when setting annua  o erationa  wor s ans and 
budgets? Yes/No

 natura  assets on rmed as having urrent ans of management as er State o i y and 
egis ative re uirements? Yes/No

and area to redu e edge 
effe ts
n rease buffer ones
n rease rote tion through 
regu ation

Number of areas outside the onservation ones im ementing Pro erty anagement P ans or 
ovenants
rea managed for biodiversity onservation

Per entage of area rote ted
 of hreatened S e ies and ndangered o ogi a  Communities overed by a onservation one

m rove ua ity of bush and 
and waterways
Prote t threatened ora and 
fauna
n or orate resear h 
into de ision ma ing and 
management

enditure on measures to revent environmenta  degradation
 s ent on ground management of est anima s and weeds/ rea dominated by non-native 

s e ies
rea of rimary orridor  su ort to ore and wet ands
uati  Bioindi ator diversity and density

and habitat for ora and 
fauna

bate threats to ora and 
fauna

m rove ua ity of bush and 
and waterways

rea of native vegetation eared annua y /Pro ortion of and under native vegetation 
reen ring and ano y over

i ation of net gain on e t to areas undergoing redeve o ment
Offset o i y ado ted by 201

nform

ngage

ui

m ower

Number of staff trained in biodiversity onservation
Number of demonstrations in a e to en ourage the broader ommunity
Number of o a  s hoo s arti i ating in environmenta  management and monitoring initiatives
Number of a tive members and onservation grou s in the L
re uen y of hits on the natura  resour e age on oun i  web site
esu ts of surveys testing ommunity biodiversity now edge  i e su ess of edu ation 
am aigns
rea managed by vo unteers/Number of vo unteer hours

Number of e o-tourism enter rises/events
Number of o en forums arranged to dis uss environmenta  issues
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Children who experience contact with nature develop 
improved self worth and higher cognitive function. 
(Beyond Blue 2010)
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Action Plan
e have deve o ed a om rehensive tion P an with the fo owing themes  to de iver a strategi  

a roa h to managing biodiversity  e wi  monitor and review the a tions on an ongoing basis to 
ensure we de iver good out omes for biodiversity in Parramatta

Planning and Development

Bushland and Waterways Enhancement

Flora and Fauna Conservation

Community Partnerships and Education

‘Life in Our City’ o ume 1 ontains a om rehensive tion P an with 110 a tions  hese in ude  
rote ting threatened s e ies and ommunities  e anding areas of ore bush and to redu e edge 

effe ts and im roving vegetation ua ity  abating threats to biodiversity weed remova  and fera  
anima  ontro  as we  as in reasing rote tion through regu ation and wor ing in artnershi  
with business and ommunity to de iver edu ation and em ower our iti ens to rote t their o a  
environment

he tions isted under these themes wi  ensure 
we rea h our management targets and se ure good 
biodiversity out omes for our ommunity

a ris ur ures ens is one of 1  ants threatened with e tin tion in Parramatta



Parramatta
Biodiversity  
Strategy 
2015 – 2025

To learn more about Parramatta City Council 
or ‘Life in Our City’
Go to www.parracity.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity  
or contact us 9806 5050


