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Introduction 

North Rocks Park Precinct is located in the north west of 
the City of Parramatta Local Government Area on North 
Rocks Road and Farnell Avenue. The Precinct comprises:

 -  North Rocks Park (7.4 ha) a combination of Crown 
Land and Community land ( Park & Bushland)

 - John Wearn Reserve (2.4 ha) Community land (Park)

The Precinct sits in the suburb of Carlingford within a 
largely residential area. The recreational precinct is well 
used and valued by the community with expansive views 
to the south. 

North Rocks Park and John Wearn Reserve (the Precinct) 
together provide for a broad range of recreation and 
community activities. North Rocks Park has two distinct 
characters the higher, flatter, heavily used area and the 
lower, steeper, treedless used area. Over time there 
has been substantial incremental development of the 
higher part of the park , the cumulative impact of these 
interventions is that the core of the park is a labyrinth 
of single purpose buildings, fencing and retaining walls 
which obstruct clear sightlines and paths of travel, 
creating a barrier to access and eroding legibility .

John Wearn Reserve is comparatively open and appears 
under used, with large grassed areas that are in essence 
a setting for a scattering of recreational facilities.

Purpose of this report 

Master planning for the Precinct will ensure that the 
use and operation of facilities and open spaces are 
optimised and well coordinated with Council’s other 
recreational infrastructure. There is a need for a strong 
and coherent urban structure for the Park and for 
the Park and Reserve to be better integrated through 
visual connectivity and in the the suite of activities 
and facilities provided. These considerations will 
be balanced against strategies for the protection, 
conservation and management of the Park’s significant 
flora and habitat. 

Key objectives and outcomes for the project are 
summarised as:

1. Ensure better utilisation of open space resources 
through understanding Council’s open space resources 
and opportunities to value add.

 - Understand the current resource through an audit of 
facility condition and uptake.

 - Consider the park and reserve in the context of the 
Council’s Social Infrastructure Audit and Needs 
Analysis and Draft Strategy to envision the range of 
facilities that may be accommodated to best service 
the community both present and future.

 - Consider current best practise in open space 
hierarchy position/ type and character.

 - Ensuring open space is working harder in the 

context of changing residential patterns; the cultural 
diversity of the community, environmental initiatives, 
and sustainability targets;

 - Identify opportunities for co-location of facilities ;

 - Leverage proximity to multiple modes of public 
transport as well as active transport connections 
including proximity to other open space, 
Parramatta’s Green Ways, and bicycle networks.

2. Respond to the changing community in density and 
diversity. Initially the team will need to:

 - Understand the demographic profile of both the 
current and evolving community to enable it to 
identify existing and future recreational needs

 - Gain an overall understanding of the community’s 
own thinking about the park and its civic identity in 
the suburb, especially in relation to future growth.

3. Clarify and reinforce civic legibility & character 
through understanding:

 - The character of the park and reserve that embraces 
unique attributes;

 - Leveraging views into and from the park and reserve;

 - The communities ‘vision’ for the park and reserve 
inspiring support and commitment for the Precinct; 

 - The major street frontages and how these might 
be programmed to enhance access, identity and 
character of the park and reserve. 

4. Implement Parramatta 2036 Community Strategic Plan 
objectives through :

 - Clarity and consensus in relation to the Precinct’s 
role, facilities and amenities to be provided;

 - Review and reprogramming of park frontages that are 
inactive after hours and on weekends;

 - Making the Precinct more visible and improve 
legibility throughout; and

 - Tieing the park back into the surrounding 
communities through improved access & 
connections. 

5. Optimise capital and recurrent investment through:

 - Best value for money  for initial capital expenditure; 
Importance of high impact early projects to ‘kick 
start’ Precinct transformation. 

 - Procurement – developing a staged strategy that 
provides for  the incremental delivery of the Master 
Plan;

 - Sustainable recurrent expenditure planning; and

 - Strategies for managing ‘down time’ of key facilities 
and infrastructure.
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Social Context

About the City of Parramatta LGA
Current population (2016 and 2011)

The North Rocks Park Precinct is located in the newly 
formed City of Parramatta Local Government Area (LGA).

The LGA is located in the geographical centre of Sydney, 
around 24 kilometres from the Sydney CBD. The current 
population (2016) of the LGA is 235,981 , which repre-
sents a 16% increase in population in 5 years since 2011. 

In 2016, compared to Greater Sydney, the City of Par-
ramatta LGA has:

 - A lower proportion of households earning a high 
income (26.7% compared to 28.3%) and lower pro-
portion of low income households (14.3% compared 
to 15.1%).

 - A higher proportion of couples with children house-
holds (38.5% compared to 35.3%). Around 9.2% of 
households are one parent households with children 
(lower than Greater Sydney at 10.4%)

 - A higher proportion of children aged 0 to 4 (7.3% 
compared to 6.4%), 25 to 34 year olds (20.2% com-
pared to 16.1%) and 35 to 49 years (21.9% compared 
to 21.1%)

 - A much higher proportion of medium and high den-
sity housing (55.3% compared to 44%)

 - A much higher proportion of residents from Non-
English speaking backgrounds (52% compared to 
38.5%). The main non-English languages spoken at 
home were Mandarin (10.5%), Cantonese (6.5%) and 
Korean (5.0%)

 - A lower proportion of people without access to the 
internet (9.4% and 11.2%)

Current population and age profile 
Carlingford – North Rocks Suburbs (combined)

While existing studies relating to Carlingford use Catch-
ment 2 (which includes North Rocks, Carlingford, Telo-
pea, Dundas Valley and Dundas) to determine demand 
for social infrastructure, this study provides an addition-
al analysis of the suburbs of Carlingford and North Rocks 
suburbs only. The reason for this is that Catchment 2 
includes Telopea, Dundas and Dundas Valley which may 
be serviced through the new community facilities pro-
posed as part of the Telopea Estate Renewal Master Plan 
including a new library and community hub.

In 2016, the suburbs of Carlingford and North Rocks had 

 - A total population of 33,176 in 2016.

 - Carlingford had 50.2% of its population born over-
seas, while North Rocks only had 34%. For compari-
son, the Parramatta LGA had a similar proportion of 
people born overseas (49.5%) to Carlingford. 

 - 35% of people in North Rocks spoke a language 
other than English at home. The top three languages 
were; Mandarin (10%), Cantonese (6.8%) and Ko-
rean (4.2%).

 - In Carlingford, 57% of people spoke a language other 
than English at home, with 40% of the population 
speaking an Asian language at home. The top three 
languages were; Mandarin (18.7%), Cantonese 
(14.9%) and Korean (6.5%).

 - In North Rocks, 36% of households earned an 
income of $2,500 or more per week in 2016, a higher 
proportion of households compared to Carlingford 
(30%). However, both North Rocks and Carlingford 
had a larger proportion of high income earners than 
Parramatta LGA (27%). 

 - In Carlingford, 88.2% of households had access to 
broadband internet and North Rocks had 90.4%. 
Both suburbs are higher than the Parramatta LGA 
average of 83.5%.

 - North Rocks had less households without a car com-
pared to Carlingford (3.2% compared to 5.7%). 

 - The age structure of Carlingford/North Rocks is 
mostly families with primary school aged children, 
and seniors.

Forecast Population : 
 - The combined population for Carlingford and North 
Rocks is forecast to undergo significant growth in 20 
years to 2036, increasing by 35% (or 11,662 people) 
to 44,838. 

 - Population distribution between North Rocks and 
Carlingford will continue to trend towards Carling-
ford, as higher density communities are built around 
transport and services.

 - As shown in Table 3, the majority (76%) of the popu-
lation of the two suburbs live in Carlingford. By 2036, 
this will increase to 80%.

 - In terms of numbers, the largest population group in 
2016 and 2036 is expected to remain as Parents and 
Homebuilders (35 – 49yrs), increasing from 6,661 to 
9,131 people.

 - The second largest group is expected to remain older 
workers and pre-retirees (50 to 59yrs), increasing 
from 4,287 to 5,813 between 2016 and 2036.

 - The third largest group in 2016 was the young work-
force, also expected to maintain third largest age 
group in 2036.

 - By 2036 much of the density in Carlingford will sur-
round the train station and areas immediately to the 
North and South 

 - In North Rocks 15.8% of the dwellings were medium 
or high density, while Carlingford was more than 
double that at 33.7%, with more high density living 
planned for the future. 

Key findings
 - The population of Carlingford and North Rocks sub-
urbs combined will increase from 33,176 in 2016 to 
44,830 in 2036. 

 - In 2016 in North Rocks, 15.8% of the dwellings were 
medium or high density, while Carlingford was more 
than double that at 33.7%, with more high density 
living planned for the future. 

 - Carlingford & North Rocks suburbs have higher than 
average proportions of 5-9yr olds and 10–19yrs olds, 
and residents aged 50 years and over (compared to 
Parramatta LGA).

 - By 2036, Carlingford will house 80% of the com-
bined population of Carlingford & North Rocks.

 - Carlingford-North Rocks is culturally diverse. In 
2016, Carlingford had 50.2% of its population born 
overseas, while North Rocks comparatively only had 
34%. For comparison, the Parramatta LGA had a 
similar proportion of people born overseas (49.5%)to 
Carlingford. Main languages spoken are Cantonese, 
Mandarin and Korean.

 - Proportionally, the highest growth forecast in the 
area will be seniors 70 years and over. The densest 
part of the combined suburbs will continue to be 
around Carlingford Station, as well as just to the 
north and south.

Figure 1.  Population Projections:  SOURCE - Forecast id. Carlingford and North Rocks
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