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Nominee Judges’ Comments Award 

Female Orphan School, 
Parramatta 
 

The work is a successful adaptive re-use creating pleasant 
spaces suitable for exhibitions, seminars, meetings and  
offices. The manner of interpretation is very interesting and 
reflects a new attitude to heritage on a campus that contains 
many heritage buildings. Stands out as a wonderful server of 
heritage and takes heritage to a new level of conservation. 
Has broken new ground nationally and possibly internationally. 
There is a  reminder in every room that feet have trod before. 

AWARD WINNER 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta 
 

Phoenix rising from the ashes. Destruction by fire has resulted 
in a treatment of the external shell and interior in a  
contemporary way – bringing a whole new design meaning to 
the building. There has been a careful treatment of the  
transition between the old and new with the latter  
complementing, rather than over shadowing the original  
buildings. Master planning has resulted in a better setting of 
the original and new buildings. Integration of art work is  
particularly  exemplary. Quality of materials and decorative 
detailing are of a high standard. 

COMMENDATION 
 

Roxy Theatre,  
Parramatta 

Recovery has retained the atmosphere of the original theatre 
and brought new life to this part of the city centre – both by 
day and night.  The new complex will be welcomed by many 
sections of the Parramatta community. The Roxy’s attraction is 
reflected in the enormous attendance at its opening. Given the 
commercial nature of the project the preservation of the  
original character of the building is applauded. Interesting 
spaces have been created that will allow a range of leisure 
activities. 
 

COMMENDATION 

Parramatta Park,  
Parramatta 

The Park Trust is commended for its ongoing body of work 
which continues to interpret the Park for the public by a broad 
range of events and activities. Particularly commendable was 
the “Back to Little Coogee Beach Party” which succeeded in 
raising awareness in eastern as well as western suburbs on 
an interesting facet of the Park’s history. 
 

MERIT AWARD 
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Elizabeth Farm Elizabeth Farm is commended on commissioning an 

“Introduction Video” which will make history of the Farm more 
available to the people of Parramatta and will enhance their 
heritage visit to the site.  
 
 

MERIT AWARD 

Experiment Farm The National Trust of Australia is to be congratulated on further 
restoration work to the Experiment Farm Cottage by re-creation 
of the historic landscape. This work helps the understanding of 
the sites importance to Parramatta and of early European set-
tlement. 
 
 

MERIT AWARD 


